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Abstract—The detection of foreign metal objects is an essential
technology to ensure the safety of the wireless power transfer
(WPT) systems. The standards of required detection targets and
areas have already been proposed for the static WPT (S-WPT)
system. However, for the dynamic WPT (D-WPT) system, it is
necessary to take into account that the magnetic field varies with
the position of the receiver coil. This paper proposes a method to
determine the detection targets and area for the D-WPT system.
First, the average of the magnetic flux density during one charge
in D-WPT is calculated using an electromagnetic field simulator.
Next, the average magnetic flux density is applied to various
metal plates using the S-WPT test bench, and its temperature
is observed. The applying period is the same as the D-WPT
driving situation. Finally, the magnetic flux density at the point
when the saturation temperature of each metal reaches 80 °C
is used as the threshold value, and the required detection area
is determined by comparing it with the average magnetic flux
density distribution. The proposal was experimentally verified
using our developed WPT system, whose rated power is 20 kW.
This proposal is helpful because the test can be conducted without
moving the receiver coil, and can clearly define the required
detection target and area for the foreign metal objects in the
D-WPT system.

Index Terms—eddy currents, metals, object detection, safety,
foreign object detection, wireless power transfer

I. INTRODUCTION

In recent years, wireless power transfer (WPT) technology
has made remarkable progress and has been studied for
numerous devices [1]–[6]. Among them, the dynamic WPT
(D-WPT), which transfers power to moving electric vehicles
(EVs), is attracting attention as a helpful technology for
realizing a decarbonized society because it can extend their
cruising range and reduce their battery weight [7]–[9].

However, safety assurance is essential for realizing this
technology in society, and a problem that threatens safety is
the intrusion of foreign metal objects. In the WPT systems,
a foreign metal object between coils causes eddy current
loss, which leads to a decrease in the system efficiency and
heat generation in the metal. Especially, the generated heat
damages the road equipment. For high-power WPT systems,
this problem is serious and should be addressed. Therefore,
there have been many discussions for foreign metal objects in

a WPT system, such as detection methods, targets, and area
[10]–[23].

For the detection methods, measuring the parameters’
change of the WPT circuit [12], [13], adding a detection circuit
placed on a transmitter coil [15]–[18], and using external
devices such as cameras and sensors [19], [20] have been
proposed. For the detection targets, the Society of Automo-
tive Engineers (SAE) and the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) have proposed the standards for detection
targets and criteria [21], [22]. For the detection area, the
magnetic flux density threshold is determined as the value at
which the saturation temperature of the metal reaches the SAE
criterion (80 °C). The detection area is defined by the magnetic
flux density distribution on the transmitter coil that exceeds the
threshold [23].

However, all of the above discussions are for the static WPT
(S-WPT) system, which transfers power to stationary EVs.
This paper proposes a method to determine the detection target
and detection area of a foreign metal object for the D-WPT
system.

In the D-WPT system, multiple coils are embedded in
the road, and EVs run through the road. Since each coil
transfers power to EVs intermittently, each power transfer
time is shorter than the S-WPT. Therefore, the amount of heat
generation in the metal in the D-WPT system is different from
that of S-WPT, and the detection target may also be different.
In addition, the distribution of magnetic flux density on the
transmitter coil changes as the receiving coil moves. Therefore,
it is impossible to determine a constant threshold for magnetic
flux density as the previous research on the S-WPT system
[23].

We propose using the average magnetic flux density distri-
bution for the movement of the receiver coil by electromag-
netic simulation software. By applying this average magnetic
flux density intermittently according to the power transfer
situation in the D-WPT system, the temperature rise of a
foreign metal object in the D-WPT system can be reproduced
using the S-WPT system.

The proposed method applied our developed D-WPT sys-



tem, whose rated power is 20 kW. The average magnetic flux
density distribution in our D-WPT system is calculated in the
electromagnetic field simulator JMAG-Designer. To determine
the threshold value to be compared to that distribution, con-
stant magnetic flux density applied intermittently to the various
metal plates of 50mm × 50mm × 3mm using the S-WPT
experimental bench. The magnetic flux density threshold is
defined as the value when the temperature of the metal plates
reaches 80 °C. By comparing the threshold of magnetic flux
density with the distribution of average magnetic flux density
calculated by the software, the required detection area on the
transmitter coil in the D-WPT system was determined.

The result shows that the performance required for the
detection methods in the D-WPT system can be tested by the
S-WPT experimental bench. The contribution of this paper
is that the required detection target and area of the D-WPT
system can be determined from small-scale experiments of
the S-WPT system and the average magnetic flux density
distribution without large experimental setups.

II. FOREIGN METAL OBJECTS IN DYNAMIC WIRELESS
POWER TRANSFER

A. Power losses in metal objects

The temperature of the metal rises according to the iron
loss P , and it can be divided into three main components as
follows [24]:

P = Ph + Pe + Pec = afBx
p + ef2B1.5

p + bf2B2
p , (1)

where Ph is a hysteresis loss, Pe is an excess loss, and Pec is
an eddy current loss. Bp is a peak value of the magnetic flux
density expressed as a product of the vacuum permeability
µ0, the relative permeability of the metal µr, and a magnetic
field H .f is a frequency of the magnetic flux density and x
is the Steinmetz coefficient. a, e, and b are the coefficients of
a hysteresis loss, an eddy current loss, and an excess loss,
respectively.

Pe is negligible in (1) since e is close to 0 [24]. As for the
standard materials with the same volume, the range of x is
from 1.75 to 2.1, and the range of a/b is from 100 to 500 [23],
[24]. Therefore, Pec is much larger than Ph and Pe at high
frequencies such as 85 kHz, the standard operating frequency
of D-WPT [21]. From the above, the main component of the
iron loss P is eddy current loss Pec in this case.

B. Heat generation of foreign metal objects in WPT system

The eddy current loss per unit volume Pecunit can be
expressed as follows [25]:

Pecunit = ke
R2B2

pf
2

ρ
, (2)

where ke is the redefined eddy current loss coefficient, R is
a radius of the eddy current path, and ρ is a resistivity of the
metal. The amount of heat J produced by a metal of volume
V for single power transmission is expressed as follows:

J = Pecunit
V ttrans = ke

R2B2
pf

2

ρ
V ttrans, (3)

Fig. 1. Power transmitter and receiver coils used in the simulation.
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Fig. 2. 2D contour graph of Bpave on the transmitter coil. The red rectangle
indicates the area where the litz wire of the transmission coil is present.

where ttrans is a time of the power transfer. In the S-WPT
system, ttrans is long enough that J eventually balances the
amount of heat dissipation during power transmission, and
the metal’s temperature will be saturated. If both the shape
and type of the foreign metal object are fixed, the saturation
temperature only depends on Bp. Therefore, the threshold
value of the magnetic flux density Bth can be determined when
a certain metal object’s temperature reaches the threshold. The
required detection area on the transmitter coil for the metal
object can be derived by comparing Bth with the magnetic
flux density distribution [23].

However, in the D-WPT system, ttrans is much shorter
than that of S-WPT, and the power transfer of each coil is
intermittent. Therefore, the saturation temperature of the metal
depends on the power transfer interval and will be lower
than that of S-WPT for the same power scale. In addition,
a magnetic field density distribution on a transmitter coil
changes with the receiver coil’s positions. For simplicity, we
assume that all cars travel on the transmission coil without
misalignment. In this case, Bp in (3) becomes a time function
Bp(t), and the amount of heat generation in the metal is
expressed as the integral of Bp(t) over the supplying time
ttrans as follows:

J =

∫ ttrans

0

ke
R2B2

p(t)f
2

ρ
V dt (4)

In this case, the detection area cannot be determined by a
simple comparison with a threshold value Bth.

C. Average magnetic flux density distribution in D-WPT

To solve this problem, we calculate the average magnetic
flux density Bpave

for the movement of the receiver coil. If the
power scale and the transfer interval are fixed, Bpave depends



only on the position of the receiver coil. In this paper, the
magnetic flux density distribution on the transmission coil for
each position of the receiving coil was calculated and averaged
using electromagnetic field simulation software. Using Bpave

,
(4) can be transformed into the same form as (3) as follows:

J ≃ ke
R2B2

pave
f2

ρ
V ttrans. (5)

The magnetic flux density at which the saturation tempera-
ture of the metal reaches a threshold value can be examined
by the experiment with the S-WPT bench. Comparing that
value with the average magnetic flux density distribution, the
required detection area in the D-WPT can be determined
equivalently.

When considering the required detection area for a given D-
WPT system, the variables are the power transfer interval and
the foreign metal object. For the power transfer interval, the
longer the power supply time ttrans and the shorter the standby
time tstandby becomes, the larger the heat generation occurs.
For foreign metal objects, from (5), the larger the relative
permeability and the area intersecting with Bp become, the
larger the heat generation occurs. For most detection methods,
the larger the metal object’s area becomes, the easier it is
to detect. Therefore, as the detection target, ferromagnetic
material with the smallest area whose saturation temperature
reaches the threshold is suitable. If the required detection area
is determined for the detection target in the situation with
the largest ttrans/tstandby among the assumed situations, most
situations can be covered.

III. SIMULATION OF MAGNETIC FLUX DENSITY
DISTRIBUTION

We simulated and measured the magnetic flux density dis-
tribution in the D-WPT system using the simulation software
JMAG-Designer. The position of the receiver coil in the power
transfer process was divided into 50 parts with respect to the
distance moved, and the distribution of Bp was calculated for
each pattern. B2

pave
is defined as the average of all patterns’

B2
p . The diagram in the software is shown in Fig. 1. It is

assumed that a foreign metal object has entered directly the
embedded transmitter coil, and the height of the measurement
point was set at 4 cm above the transmitter coil, which is the
sum of the coil case thickness of 1 cm and the embedded depth
of 3 cm. The lateral displacement between the two coils and
the inductance changes were neglected. Assuming a 20 kW
D-WPT system in perfect resonance, an AC current of 40A
continuously flowed through each coil, and a phase difference
between currents is always 90 deg.

The result of the distribution of Bpave
as a 2D contour plot

is shown in Fig. 2. The strength of the magnetic flux density
is highest at the inner corners of the litz wire, with a value of
3.17mT.

IV. HEATING EXPERIMENT

A. Experimental Setup
When the size and type of foreign metal objects and

driving conditions are fixed, the saturation temperature of

Magnetic Field 

Measuring Device

Thermal Imager

Transmitter Coil

Fig. 3. Devices for the heating experiment.

Stainless Nickel Iron

CopperZincAluminum

Fig. 4. Metals used as foreign metal objects. Aluminum is paramagnetic. Zinc
and copper are diamagnetic. Stainless, nickel and iron are ferromagnetic.

the metal is a function of the magnetic flux density from
(5). A heating experiment was conducted to measure the
saturation temperature by applying the magnetic flux density
to six different metal plates (50mm × 50mm ×3mm).
The magnetic flux density at the metal object’s position was
measured using a magnetic field exposure level tester (Narda
ELT-400). The current was applied using a full-bridge inverter,
and the frequency is 85 kHz. The metal plates were coated with
black body spray (emissivity: 0.95), and the temperature was
measured with a thermal imager (Testo 881-2). The appearance
of the experiment is shown in Fig. 3. The used metal plates
are shown in Fig. 4, and the parameters of the metal are shown
in Table. I.

The parameters of the coils used are listed in Table.II.
The driving conditions were assumed to be traffic jams, with
an applied time of 504ms and a standby time of 3600ms.
Assuming that cars were constantly coming as the worst-case
condition, intermittent power supply was continued until the
metal temperature was saturated. Following the SAE standard,
the detection targets are metals whose saturation temperature
is 80 °C or higher. In order to safely experiment, low voltage
is applied with no receiving coil and low input impedance.
In addition, if the temperature exceeded 90 °C during the
experiment, the experiment was terminated.

B. Required detection target and area in D-WPT

The saturation temperature of each metal when 3.0mT is
applied is shown in Fig. 5. 3.0mT is near the value of the



TABLE I
PARAMETERS OF VARIOUS METALS (METAL TEMPERATURE IS ASSUMED TO BE 20 °C).

Magnetism Metal Density ρm [kg/m3] Resistivity ρ [Ω/m] Heat capacity c ρ · ρmc Relative permeability µr

Ferromagnetic Iron 7.87 ×103 1.00 ×10−7 4.61 ×102 0.36 5.00 ×103

Nickel 8.90 ×103 6.99 ×10−8 4.61 ×102 0.28 6.00 ×102

Diamagnetic Copper 8.96 ×103 1.68 ×10−8 4.19 ×102 0.063 1
Zinc 7.14 ×103 6.02 ×10−8 3.83 ×102 0.16 1

Paramagnetic Aluminum 2.70 ×103 2.65 ×10−8 9.00 ×102 0.064 1
Alloy Stainless Steel 7.90 ×103 7.40 ×10−7 4.60 ×102 2.67 > 1

TABLE II
TRANSMITTER COIL SPECIFICATIONS

Coil Length 0.697m
Coil Width 0.267m

Self-Inductance 200.7 µH
Resistance (w/Capacitor) 159.8mΩ

Operating Frequency 85 kHz
Number of Turns 13

highest magnetic flux density area in Fig. 2. The saturation
temperature of the diamagnetic and paramagnetic materials did
not reach 80 °C, but the ferromagnetic materials all exceeded
90 °C.

In order to confirm the relationship between the permeabil-
ity and the saturation temperature, a low magnetic flux density
is applied to the ferromagnetic materials and measure the
saturation temperature. Fig. 6 shows the saturation temperature
of the ferromagnetic material when 1.23mT is applied. The
higher the relative permeability of the metal becomes, the
higher the saturation temperature of the metal becomes, which
is consistent with (5). Therefore, a pure iron plate was used
as the detection target, and the required detection area was
determined.

Fig. 7 shows a graph of the magnetic flux density and sat-
uration temperature, approximated quadratically by the least-
squares method based on (3). From the lower limit of the 95%
confidence interval in Fig. 7, in the area where the average
magnetic flux density is 1.21mT or higher, the saturation
temperature of the pure iron plate reaches 80 °C. In Fig. 8,
the area where the average flux density exceeds this threshold
is shown as a colored area.

Since other metals have lower specific permeability than
pure iron, they reach 80 °C only in a limited area where
the magnetic flux density is greater than this threshold. In
addition, the faster vehicle speeds also increase the inter-
vehicular distance, but the transmitter coil length does not
change. Therefore, the faster vehicle speeds generally result in
a smaller ttrans/tstandby and less heat generation. From the
above, the required detection area in Fig. 8 covers all areas
where the foreign metal object of the same shape reaches 80 °C
in situations where the vehicle speed is greater than 5 km/h.
Therefore, the detection area obtained in this study is valid
for other metal objects of the same shape. The detection area
also can be identified for additional shapes or types of metal
objects by following the same procedure.

Iron Nickel Stainless Aluminum Copper Zinc
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Fig. 5. The saturation temperature of each metal when 3mT is applied.
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Fig. 6. The saturation temperature of ferromagnetic metal when 1.23mT is
applied.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper proposed a method to determine the detection
targets and areas to be detected for the foreign metal objects
in the D-WPT system. The magnetic flux density changes
depending on the position of the receiving coil in the D-WPT
system. Therefore, we averaged all magnetic flux density dis-
tributions for the movement of the receiver coil during a single
power transfer using simulation software and made a contour
plot of the average magnetic flux density. We conducted
heating experiments on our S-WPT system assumed for traffic
congestion (Vehicle speed: 5 km/h, Inter-vehicular distance:
5m). By applying the magnetic flux density under the same
feeding conditions as the D-WPT, the relationship between
the magnetic flux density and the saturation temperature of
the metal object can be obtained. As a result, it was found
that only ferromagnetic materials generated heat in a metal
plate with 50mm × 50mm ×3mm, and that pure iron plate
which has the highest saturation temperature among them must
be detected in the area where more than 1.21mT is applied as
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Fig. 8. The colored area indicates the required detection area for the iron
plate.

an average on the transmitter coil. This method can reproduce
the heat generation of metals in D-WPT by the S-WPT bench
and the magnetic field analysis by simulation. It is helpful
to determine required detection targets and areas for foreign
metal objects in the D-WPT system and can be used to validate
metal object detection methods.
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